No matter what your present or pas}
status in the Catholic Church. No
matter what your personal history,
age, background, orientation, race or
colour. You are invited, welcomed,

Contact Information: Fr. Andrews’ email
address is fathermacdonald@hotmail.com.

accepted and loved at the Bishop
MacEachern Pastoral Unit. J

Baptism of the Lord
January 12th, 2025

REFLECTION

Today, Jesus' baptism by John, was a
special moment - the real coming of God's
spirit upon him. It was the same Spirit who
had come upon Mary at the moment of
Jesus' conception, and would come to Jesus
at his last moment on the Cross.

The spirit brings him new energy. The
feast marks that something new is happen-
ing, and that Jesus is the beloved and son;
from eternity and into time.

The Spirit came upon him - but not just for
himself. He would send the Spirit later to us
- of forgiveness and of perseverance in doing
good.

Today is about energy. Jesus found a new
spirit in himself after his prayer and he
heard words he would never forget. They
give energy to the heart and soul, making us
people always on the go, ready for new life
within us.

May the waters of baptism, O Lord,
bring us the new life of your love.

Weekly Mass Schedule: Intentions
January 13th = January 19th

Mass * Please take note of the schedule for
2 Schedule Masses. Times and locations have been
" changed for some of the weekday Masses.

Monday, January 13th - No Mass
Tuesday, January 14th - No Mass
Wednesday, January 15th - No Mass
Thursday, January 16th at 11:00 AM - Riverview Manor
Ambrose McGregor by Family
Friday, January 17th at 9:00 AM - St. Mary’s
Bob Pratt by Stephanie Pratt
Saturday, January 18th at 4:00 PM - St. Michael’s
Special Private Intention by a Parishioner
Sunday, January 19th at 9:00 AM - St. Paul’s
For the People of the Pastoral Unit
Sunday, January 19th at 11:00 AM - St. Mary’s
Ambrose & Nancy McCarron by Family

Bottle Depot Refund
St. Mary’s Parish has a ‘Refund Account” set

up at Myers Industries Bottle Exchange, 4393
Alleys Mill Road . You can drop off your re-

cyclable bottles and cans and donate the pro-
ceeds to St. Mary’s Parish. A great way to
help our environment and our Parish. Thank You.

Pope Francis announced that 2025 will
be an Ordinary Year of Jubilee, with the
theme being “Pilgrims of Hope.”
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Diocesan Pilgrimage with Bishop Joseph for the
Jubilee Year: Pope Francis has announced a Jubilee
Year for the Universal Church for 2025. The theme is
“Pilgrims of Hope”. To celebrate the graces of this year,
Bishop Joseph will lead a pilgrimage to Austria, Poland,
and ltaly from June 11 — 23, 2025. Highlights include an
audience with Pope Francis, visiting major basilicas in
Rome, and the Shrine of Divine Mercy in Lagiewniki
Poland. Visit this link for registration details and
questions: https://www.gstours.com/pilgrimage-tours/
rooms/pilgrimage-to-austria-poland-and-italy/. Early Bird
discount of 50% if you register before October 18th, 2024.

Our delicious 8 x 8 pan of Apple Crisps are availalbe for

only $15.00. They are available in the Parish Centre fol-
lowing Sunday Mass or call the office at 902-838-2253 to
arrange a pick up time.
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Calander of Saints
Saint Marguerite Bourgeoys - January 12th
Marguerite Bourgeoys is often re-
ferred to as the “Mother of the Colony”
for her contributions to the establish-

today as Montreal.
Born in France in 1620, Marguerite

date was to develop educational
opportunities for children.

Marguerite received the help of
Jeanne Mance, founder of the Hotel-Dieu Hospital. Other

women joined her and the group formed an institute of un-

cloistered sisters, the Congregation of Notre-Dame. Mar-
guerite and her companions took on many roles, including
teaching, introducing vocational courses for youth and as-
sisting couples preparing for marriage. She resisted
Church pressure to change her community to a cloistered
one and lived to see her order’s rule confirmed in 1698.
Marguerite was well loved. She died in 1700 at the age
of 80, and was declared a saint on October 31, 1982. In
1997, archaeologists uncovered the foundation of the
chapel Marguerite built in Ville-Marie 325 years earlier.
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ment of Ville-Marie, the place we know

crossed the Atlantic in 1653. Her man-
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J I want to thank everyone for you

, kindness and generosity to me at
%\* s> Christmas. You gifs are much
% appreciated. I hope you had a
Thank® wonderful Christmas season and let’s
pray together for a wonderful 2025.
Fr. Andrew j
There are stil spaces available at the Annual General
Retreat at Our Lady of Hope Retreat Centre, being held
Friday January 17th to Sunday the 19th. This year’s
theme will be “Our Baptism Day: The Day That Lasts
Forever” with retreat facilitator Father Walter

Flynn. Retreat begins Friday with registrations at 6 pm
and goes until Sunday afternoon. For more information

You

and to register, call Earla at 388-1952 or 621-2385.

May we always remember that
children are hope. Let us protect
their smile, which 1s one of the most
beautiful manifestations of God's
tenderness.

Pope Francis

Prayer Circle: Bishop MacEachern Unit has a dedicated
group of volunteers who are ready to pray for
your intentions. If you have prayer intentions

o
%<V’ please call Bernadette at 838-3462. If you

o Ii e \would like to be added to the prayer circle list

$ please contact the Parish Office at 838-2253
e or stmarysparish@pei.aibn.com

Have you been experiencing problems dealing with anxie-

ty, loss, depression, separation, parenting or relationship
issues? Counselling services are available through a
project sponsored by The Living Well. If you would like
to speak to a qualified social worker about these issues
you can contact us through e-mail 20tlwp23@gmail.com
or call 902 330-2028. All inquiries will be confidential.

Pilgrimage to Portugal and Spain: May 19— 28, 2025:
Pilgrimage to Portugal and Spain, with visits to Lisbon,
Avila, Toledo, Madrid, Zaragoza Montserrat and
Barcelona. The cost of CAD 4,730.00 includes all airport
taxes, security, fuel surcharges, airfare from Fredericton/
Moncton/Halifax, (twin or triple) accommodation, daily
breakfast & dinner and professional guides. (Single room
supplement - CAD 510.00) INFO: Marie Desjardins at
mariedesjardins1949@gmail.com or 207-868-5027.

May 16— 26, 2025: Pilgrimage to Medjugorje from May
16th - 26th. Cost of $3770 includes all airport taxes,
security, fuel surcharges, airfare from the Moncton/
Halifax, (twin or triple) accommodation, daily breakfast &
dinner and experienced local guide. (Optional single room
supplement, $250/p.) INFO: Hector Caissie at hector-
caissie@gmail.com or 506-857-2295.

St. Paul's Notice Board

Church Cleaners:
December 29th - January 4th/January 5th - 11th
Phyllis Steele & Janet Whiteway
January 12th - 18th / January 19th - 25th
Willie & Lois Murphy

St. Paul’s Cemetery: If you are interested in

the Parish Cemetery, and would like to assist

families or individuals with Cemetery plots and
future cemetery needs, please contact the

Parish Office for details. 838-2253 or email:

[ stmarysparish@pei.aibn.com.

A safe space to explore faith & spirituality with '
women of all ages & walks of life. Childcare (@;‘Ifw
provided for ages 6 and under Wednesday - Bueak,
mornings from 9:30 - 11:30 AM. Hosted at S~
Montague Christian Church. 513 Main St., Montague.
Questions? Contact:

Marine Johnston 902-313-0286 | marniej49@gmail.com
Isabelle Slater 902-940-4467 | Jimabelle@gmail.com

Discover more ways to appreciate each other and your
marriage on a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend (all presentations
will be in English, but workbooks can be
available in Spanish or French upon
request) from Feb. 28 to March 2, 2025 at
Our Lady of Hope Retreat Center in Stan-
ley Bridge. Contact Ron or Joanne
Arsenault at 506-451-8489 or
ron.joanne.arsenault@wwme.org.

Stewardship through Planned Giving: Stewardship
allows us the opportunity to do good work in our
community while sharing appreciation for all that God
has provided to us. If you are considering a Gift to your
Parish now or at estate planning time please visit us at
www.dioceseofcharlottetown.com and click on the
“Planned Giving” quick link.

Pre-Authorized Debit or e-transfer: Convenient and
easy ways to support your Parish Church is with Pre-
Authorized Debit (contact the office for info) or e-transfer.
St. Mary’s: stmarysparish@pei.aibn.com

St. Paul’s: etransferstpauls@gmail.com

St. Michael’s: etransferstmichaels@gmail.com

Offerings
Sunday, January 5th, 2025
St. Mary’s: 3 984.00 4
St. Michael’s: 3 423.00
St. Paul’s: 3 684.00
(- Readings for Sunday, January 19th

L3 \évairst Reading: Isiah 62.1-5
; % Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.4-11
| Gospel: John 2.1-12
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