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We envision a future for our Diocese\
where every parish and each person is
intentionally engaged in the mission of
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus
Christ. This future will be anchored by
the seven pillars of a mission oriented
church: evangelization, discipleship,
worship, community, service,

Renew

Our Church

GOD GIVES THE GROWTH

stewardship & leadership.

\ /

First Sunday of Lent
February 22nd, 2026

REFLECTION

Jesus enters the desert to confront the logic
of domination and choose the way of trust.

He does not grasp. He does not coerce. He
does not wound in ovder to win. He trusts.

Lent begins here. Not with dramatic
penances. Not with grand spiritual gestures.
‘With a quiet, searching question.

Jesus chooses trust over domination. We en-
ter Lent to unlearn the logic of harm and learn
again the way of trust. “Beat your swords
into plows.” It is an ancient promise. And a
daily decision.

Maybe the first grace of Lent is simply this:
to let ourselves feel the grief. To allow the
tears. To ask for our sight to return. The
desert clears the eyes. It reminds us that love
is not weakness. It reminds us that restraint is
strength. It veminds us that all is holy hevre.
And perhaps Lent begins when we dare to
believe again that the only law is love.

4 Weekly Mass Schedule: Intentions
February 23r»d — March 1st

Thursday, February 26th at 9:00 AM - St. Mary’s
Joseph & Cecelia Brothers by Paul & Sandra Brothers
Friday, February 27th at 9:00 AM - St. Mary’s
Francis Lannigan by Brian, Mary & Family
Saturday, February 28th at 4:00 PM - St. Michael’s
Charlie & Joan McTague by George & Darlene O'Shea
Sunday, March 1st at 9:00 AM - St. Paul’s
For the People of the Pastoral Unit
Sunday, March 1st at 11:00 AM - St. Mary’s
Francisco Ferrez by Adelaide & Family
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Stations of The Cross

Q

St. Mary’s Parish

THE Friday, February 27th at 6:30 PM
STATIONS Led by
OF THE Gary & Nancy Matheson
CROSS

St. Mary’s Parish Wall of Money Fundraiser. There are

100 numbered envelopes: 1-20
for the children and 21 -100 for
the adults. The number on the

29 22 23 24 25 envelope isthe amount of money

31 32 33 3y 35 Yyou will return to the parish.

¥ | 42 | 43 | 4y | 45 Choose a numbered envelope
L - = and complete the information

sheet inside. Return your

envelope with your information to the Parish, either in the
Sunday collection or directly to the office. Tax receipts will
be |ssued AII envelopes should be returned by Sunday,
March 29™. If you have questions regarding this fundrais-
er, Nancy Matheson will be available following Mass.

Theology on Tap: Join us for our next
event with guest presenter Dr. Doug Al-
Maini from St. Francis Xavier University,
with a talk on Greek mysticism leading
into the Christian era. Join us at 7:00 pm
on Thursday, March 12th at the Salvidor
Dali Café, 155 Kent St., Charlottetown.

Lenten Faith Formation: "Catholicism" by Bishop
Robert Barron. Join us this Lent for an inspiring journey
through the beauty and truth of the Catholic faith. Each
session is held on Tuesday at 7:00 PM at Holy Redeem-
er Church and will last approximately 90 minutes. Dates
and session topics are as follows: Feb 24 Happy Are
We (The Teachings of Jesus); March 03 The Mystery of
God (Holy Trinity); March 10 Mary, the Mother of God,;
March 24 St. Peter and St. Paul. All are welcome to
join us as we grow together this Lenten season!

This Lent, let’s move forward On Track for Justice

B “The Church, like a mother,

| accompanies those who are walking.”
— Pope Leo XIV (Dilexi te, §75)
Development and Peace — Caritas
Canada’s 2026 Share Lent campaign,
On Track for Justice, has been

= launched! Together, let’s walk hand in
hand with communities in the Global
South who are working for justice, peace
and dignity. How? By donating online at
devp.org/give or during the Solidarity Sunday collection
on March 22, the fifth Sunday of Lent. Your generosity
helps support over 59 projects in 34 countries around the
world! Discover all the resources at devp.org/lent/
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Al-Anon meets at Montague Bible Fellowship
AAnon 123 Sackville St. every Wednesday at 1:30 PM.

Contact Information: Fr. Andrews’ email
address is fathermacdonald@hotmail.com.

Confessions: Tuesday’s at 11:30 AM.
Friday’s 8-8:50 AM, with First Friday from
6-6:50 PM. Or by Appointment

Thank you to everyone who attended, provided
baked goods and door prizes, and
volunteered their time at St. Paul’s
Valentine Bingo and Bake Sale.
Profits from the Valentine Bingo
was $1906.00 and the Bake sale

e
JJ
was $470.00. Next Bingo will be a

)
) n, 1.2 St. Patrick’s Day themed Bingo on
26 208¢ Friday March 13th.

Navigating and Surviving Eldercare Workshop,
Tuesday, March 3 at 1:30 p.m. - As parents, grandpar-
ents, neighbours, and parishioners age, many of us find
ourselves asking hard questions. What kinds of support
and advocacy are needed? How do we respond

well? What role do families and faith communities
play? This workshop, led by Mr. Patrick Cassidy, KC,
draws on both his professional expertise and personal
experience to address the challenges of navigating and
surviving eldercare with compassion and care. The
workshop is available by zoom or on campus at Atlantic
School of Theology in Halifax. Cost is $25, Free for
students. For more information or to register, contact
Lydia at lydia.hood@astheology.ns.ca.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2026: Please join us for
the World Day of Prayer, a prayer movement that in-
vites us to enrich our faith experience through the life
events of Christians from other countries and cultures,
and to bring hope to women touched by injustice. The
2026 service was written by the Nigerian World Day of
Prayer committee. This year’s theme is “l Will Give
You Rest: Come — Matthew 11:28-30.” Date: Friday,
March 6, 2026 at 2:00 p.m at Holy Redeemer Church, 3
Pond Street, Charlottetown. For information contact
Linda Dennis at Imakuch.dennis@gmail.com or 902-
394-0818. The World Day of Prayer is coordinated by
the Women'’s Inter-Church Council of Canada.

Strengthen your Sacrament of Marriage
through prayer, meaningful dialogue, and
renewal on a weekend marriage retreat with
Q Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Two
wawee  Fetreats will be held this year: May 1-3 and
marriage October 16-18. For details, contact Ron and
encounter joanne at (506) 451-8489 or
ron.joanne.arsenault@wwme.org.
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Planning a Marriage?: For those who

%%7* may be planning a wedding at one of
our Churches in the future, please con-
W tact the Parish Office before setting a
date and time. Thank you.

St. Paul's Notice Board

Church Cleaners:

February 22nd - 28th/March 1st - March 7th
Lawrence & Mary Steele

March 8th - March 14th/March 15th - March 21st
Gerard & Mavis Landrigan

St. Mary's Notice Board

Parish Centre: There will be a ‘spring
clean’ of the Parish Centre kitchen in
the near future. There are a number
of dishes and food containers from
food that was provided for events,
please take a moment and check and

Spring

Cleaning

see if any of them belong to you. Thanks

Our Lady of Hope Retreat

| Centre invites you to visit their new

- website, https://hopepei.com/. Check

// b, . . out their Facebook and Instagram
/HOPE 4 pages as well, at https:/fb.watch/

F3al_SWViju/ and https:/

www.instagram.com/.

Seniors Helping Seniors: Are you a
ERIENDLY | Senior living alone? Being a senior isn’t always
VISITOR | easy and being alone can be a challenge. Im-
agine having a senior friend stop in once a week
for tea and a chat, or to play a game of cards, or
do another activity you both enjoy. The PEI
Friendly Visitor Program can give you peace of
mind knowing a caring volunteer will visit you each week.
For more information on the Friendly Visitor Program
contact us at 902-368-9008 /peifvp@gmail.com or

(] “P

Join us for a Toe Tapping Ceilidh at the Lower Monta-
gue Women'’s Institute Hall, 88 Lower Montague Road on
Sunday, February 22nd @ 2PM. Admission by donation.
Featuring Special Guests Vince & Allan Keoughan, with
Donna MacDonald, Mike Gallant, Barry Hogan, Brenda
Pollard and other local talent. 50/50 Biscuits and Jam.

Pre-Authorized Debit or e-transfer: Convenient and
easy ways to support your Parish Church is with
Pre-Authorized Debit or e-transfer.

St. Mary’s: stmarysparish@pei.aibn.com

St. Paul’s: etransferstpauls@gmail.com

St. Michael’s: etransferstmichaels@gmail.com
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Offerings )
Sunday, February 15th, 2026 §
St. Mary’s: $ 1622.00 L
St. Michael’s: 3 379.00
St. Paul’s: 3 927.00

Readings for Sunday, March 1st 2026
First Reading: Genesis 12.1-4
Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1.8b-10
Gospel: Matthew 17.1-9
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